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“Slowly, belatedly, sometimes forcefully, often quietly, some of Canada’s 


university leaders are at last beginning to admit that the country’s largest 
universities have let down the majority of their... undergraduate students 
who, not to put too fine a point on it, have been getting the shaft.” 


HATS HOW Globe and Mail columnist Jeffrey Simpson began a 
scathing examination on the state of post-secondary education 
in Canada in an article entitled “Universities get an F for failing 

undergrads,” on October 21, 2011. The thesis of Mr. Simpson's article 
is that Canadian universities—especially the large, research-focused 
institutions—have sacrificed a quality undergraduate experience to 
“make themselves stronger in research, and chase money from govern- 
ments that [reward] institutions for accepting more students.” 


Mr Simpson's concerns echoed many that were raised in a Globe and Mail 
editorial that was published 10 days earlier, The editorial—*Canadian 
universities must reform or perish”—notes that while Canada may be 
one of the most educated countries, the idea that its citizens are the 
best educated is questionable. The editorial argues for a “Canadian re- 
naissance in undergraduate education” to tackle such issues as teach- 
ing quality, class size and outcomes. Universities, the editorial notes 
“should actually spell our what an undergraduate education is good for” 
And at their October, 2011 meeting, Canada’s university presidents did 
indeed adopt a “new narrative” that identifies the main contributions 
that universities are committed to making to Canadian society. 


The Globe's challenge to spell out the good of an undergraduate educa- 
tion is a great question for all universities, including Christian institu- 
tions like Redeemer, to consider. Many of the outcomes that the Globe 
proposes—universities need to produce “critical thinkers, scientifically 
and culturally literate people who can assess evidence, connect the dots 


4 b Christian universities like Redeemer 


strive for something unique.” 


and communicate with clarity"—are certainly laudable, and are traits 
that we aim to develop in our graduates. But Christian universities like 
Redeemer strive for something unique and profoundly deeper for its 
students’ undergraduate university experience, and something that 
will benefit them—and the communities in which they serve—long af- 
ter they praduate. 


In his 1997 book The Fabric of Faithfulness: Weaving Together Belief and 
Behavior, Steven Garber describes his encounters with many young 
adult Christians whose university education, work and careers, and 
relationships often seem disconnected from their faith, church life, 
the Biblical story of redemption and call to mission. They feel schizo- 
phrenic, and significant parts of their lives seem empty of meaning. 


In response to these experiences, Garber believes that Christian uni- 
versities can serve a vital role especially for young adults who are 
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making critical choices about their identities, faith commitments, 
relationships, careers, and the meaning of their lives — choices that 
will shape them for a lifetime. Christian university education, Garber 
argues, should provide three broad but crucial features that make an 
enormous difference for young adults: 


1. They can provide a coherent, holistic Christian worldview that 
strengthens the sinews between one’s faith and life. If all of life is 
understood in its relationship to God, there is no need for students 
to fragment or separate belief, learning, and the purpose of their 
studies and lives. 

Christian universities can provide faculty and staff who are wise 

experts and mentors in their disciplines, but who can also con- 

nect learning in their discipline to students’ lives as fellow image- 
bearers and to their God-given callings, 

3. They can provide a community, friendships, and many other rela- 
tionships that promote discipleship and enable students to flaur- 
ish as followers of Christ, rather than undermine discipleship as so 
much of secular university life does. 


om 


The editorial articles in the Globe prod society to question what good it 
expects from its massive investment in university education. This is a 
profound question — one involving our deepest faith commitments and 
priorities, In Garber’s vision, Christian universities can provide truly 
excellent academic programs, but in a context that seeks to be faithful 
to God in all things, including in developing our knowledge and under- 
standing, and that aims for the development of our students as whole 
persons who are called to be Christ-like disciples and servants of His 
kingdom. This is precisely what Redeemer aims todo, 


HUBERT R. KRRYGSMAN 


President 


PS - Our students participate in the Globe's assessment 
of what makes for a satisfactory university experience. 
Redeemer once again was given exceptional grades 

by its students in the 2012 Canadian University Report, 
published by the Globe and Mail on October 25. See page 
29 for a full report. 
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Through teaching, research and service 
opportunities, Redeemer faculty and students in the 
sciences engage not just their immediate discipline, 
but the scope of history and the reality of faith. The 
result is. a program that is both dynamic and well- 
rooted 
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50 different denominations. How has this 
reality affected on-campus life? Do we recruit 
students any differently? Is this even a good 
thing? Part 1 of a look at Redeemer’s increasing 
denominational diversity. 


CROSSROADS: 


A look at Jack Layton’s final words; why doesn't 
Redeemer have an engineering program? 


IMPACT: 


Redeemer grads and students are becoming an 
intentional part of Hamilton’s downtown core. 
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The Alumni Association welcomes students and 


supporters to reDiscover Redeemer, Alumni noted 


for their work in photography, marketing and 
WTILINE . 


ROUNDABOUT: 


New solar pan cls, eT dames and Stormwater 
ponds mark a busy season of construction 

on campus, Athletes train for more than just 
competitions. Redeemer tops Globe and Mail 
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REDEEMER’S ROLE IN THE 


SCIENCES 


ENGAGEMENT 


Science faculty and students look beyond 
molecules and microscopes 


4E DEATH THIS fall of Apple co-founder Steve Jobs gave rise 
to much thought on the role that science and technology has on 
our day-te-day lives, and in our society as a whole. The many trib- 
utes to Mr. Jobs noted the far-reaching influence his devices have 
had.on the way we interact, with not just technology, but with 
each other, as well. His impact was so pervasive that Andrew Coyne of 
Maclean's magazine dubbed him “maybe one of the four or five most 
important people to walk the Earth in his lifetime, Maybe the most” 


Those types of accolades used to be reserved for political and social 
leaders such as Churchill, Ghandi or Martin Luther King, Jr, and they 
speak to the increasing influence that science and technology has, es- 
pecially in Western society. 


The increasingly eminent role of the natural sciences that are the ba- 
sis for much of this technology—disciplines such as biology, chemistry, 
mathematics and engineering—can also be seen at universities across 
the country: in 2009-10, the federal government provided more than 
$10 billion dollars to fund science and technology in Canada. Of that, 
more than $1 billion in grants and scholarships were distributed direct- 
ly to Canadian scholars through the Natural Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council (NSERC), 


The important role of the sciences has long been recognized at 
Redeemer. “Since its inception in 1982, Redeemer University College 
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has remained committed to including a sciences program as an integral 
part of its curriculum, says Dr. Doug Needham, Dean of Sciences and 
Social Sciences. Although it hasn't (not yet, anyway), produced gradu- 
ates who have become household names like Steve Jobs, the scape and 
scale of the sciences at Redeemer is impressive, and its faculty, gradu- 
ates and students play an important role in its broader study, 


WHY DO WE DO THIS? 


The sciences are as important and central to Redeemer'’s mission as the 
arts and education, notes Dr. Derek Schuurman, Associate Professor of 
Computer Science: “The presence of the science division at Redeemer 
is one illustration of [its] founding vision thar ‘all things’ fall under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ. At Redeemer, both teaching and research are 
actively pursued within a framework that acknowledges that our world 
belongs te God." 


That “framework” is an important consideration, and serves as one of 
the defining characteristics of exploring sciences at Redeemer. The sci- 
ences are not just the study of facts, figures, processes and procedures. 
It is, says Dr. Edward Berkelaar, Assistant Professor of Environmental 
science, “the chance to investigate God's good creation.” 


ly shapes the impetus behind scientific research and education. 
“We believe that God reveals himself in both scripture and in His creation,” notes Dr. 
Darren Brouwer, Assistant Professor of Chemistry. “It is therefore part of our calling as 


Christians to investigate God's creation through science? WHAT SCIENCE GRADS 


That contest dramatica 


ARE SAYING 


WHAT'S THE POINT? 


The rise of technology in the last 50-60 years, epitomized perhaps by Steve Jobs and 
his products, has been revolutionary. Scientific advances have increased exponentially, 
and we tend to look te science first to solve many of our personal and societal ills and 
shortcomings, As Dr Berkelaar points out, “our sociery tends to idolize ‘progress’ [that 
is| driven by scientific discoveries and technological advancements.” On one hand, we 
have been blessed by many of these innovations; but are all these discoveries “good?” 
Who even decides what is good? 


One of the goals of the science faculty at Redeemer is to encourage that type of discern- 
ment. In his area of computer technology, for example, Dr, Schuurman can see “humans 
exercising both freedom and responsibility in response to God in terms of how we shape 
culture and the natural creation” Preparing and equipping those in the sciences to re- 
flect on those types of issues is as important as scientific and technical knowledge, says 
Dr. Brouwer, “We need to be training young Christians at Redeemer...to understand the 
science behind the many issues that our globalized world faces and will face in the fu- 
ture. [But they also need to] have a broad Christian perspective and framework within 
which to wrestle with ethical,/moral questions that science cannot answer, such as envi- . stiog 
ronmental issues, medical ethics, and the impacts of computer technology in so many 20g, watching rate 
areas of life.” D o rey, and studying in th 
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WHAT IS REDEEMER’S ROLE IN THE SCIENCES? 


That's not to suggest that Redeemer science faculty and students sit around to contem- 
plate and pass judgment on this or that scientific concept or technological advancement. 
As you can read from the articles that follow on the next few pages, there is much scien- 
tific study and activity that takes at Redeemer’s campus, and its faculty and students are 
engared with other institutions and individuals in research projects around the world, 
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There is also an intellectual rigour and consideration—above and beyond what might be 
experienced at other institutions—that goes on in Redeemer's science labs and lecture 
halls. As Dr. Kyle Spyksma, Associate Professor of Physics puts it, Redeemer’s role is “to 
present, honestly and uncompromisingly, scientific methods and discoveries as we pres- 
ent and live out the gospel truth to our students and in our work, To provide a safe place 
for students (and faculty!) to explore, discuss, and question their preconceived ideas, 
both religious and scientific, about God's creation and the world around us.” 


Redeemer is uniquely positioned to foster that type of exploration and engagement. 
Its liberal arts and science program encourages a broad examination of the issues that 
SUTrOU nal the Sciences, and the small Cc 


ass sizes provide the chance to delve into mat- 
ters of interest to the student and the professor. "Redeemer offers opportunities to 
think deeply and to think broadly; to develop gifts, to steward well God's handiwork,” 
says Dr. Kevin Vander Meulen, Professor of Mathematics. “In my discipline, this in- 
cludes opportunities to do original research and to explicitly explore mathematics 
through the eyes of faith.” 


Inarecent article on North American evangelicalism, Vancouver Sun columnist Douglas 
Todd notes that one of the “biggest challenges facing today’s evangelicals [is] the state 
of evangelical intellectual life” In his article, Todd quotes evangelical author Mark 
Knoll, author of, among other books, The Scandal of the Evangelical Mind. Knoll points 
out that instead of “reacting with fear and suspicion to the enterprises of intellectual 
culture” evangelicals should bring a balanced approach to engaging the wider world 
of the arts, politics and science. 
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The study of the sciences at Redeemer encourages faculty and students in that type 
of engagement. Nor just with other scientists, researchers and technologists, but also 
with the scope of history and the reality of faith. It is a practice that benefits the disci- 
pline as much as it benefits the student. “It educates prospective scientists who can put 
their research in a broader historical and philosophical perspective,” notes Dr. Jitse 
van der Meer, Professor of Biology. “This helps them to step back from the tradition 
in which they work in order to consider fundamentally new approaches to problem 
solving. And the best scientists tend to be those with that ability” & 
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REDEEMER’S ROLE IN THE 


THE NATURAL SCIENCES ARE INTEGRAL TO REDEEMER 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, AND THE PROGRAM AND ITS 
IMPACT CONTINUE TO GROW. ON THESE NEXT FEW PAGES, 
WE WOULD LIKE TO SHARE HIGHLIGHTS OF SOME 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN THE SCIENCES 

DIVISION AT REDEEMER. 


>>> HEALTH SCIENCES LAUNCHED 


The health sector is one of the fastest growing areas of our economy, and a huge generator of 
jobs in disciplines ranging from pharmaceuticals to education to insurance. In order to pre- 
pare students for these opportunities, Redeemer University College is pleased to announce 
that starting in 2012, students will be able to enroll ina new Bachelor of Science program with 
a concentration in Health Sciences. 


Redeemer's Health Sciences program is an Honours Bachelor of Science (BSc) degree that 
highlights the biological, environmental, psychological, spiritual, and social aspects of health 
and well-being. It is ideal for students who want to pursue a career in health sciences, and 
it is also excellent preparation for professional health programs such as dentistry, health 
sciences, health studies, rehabilitation sciences, health law, nursing, physiotherapy and oc- 
cupational therapy. 


Redeemer’s Health Science program is unique. Building on Redeemer’s strength in the liberal 
arts and sciences, it takes a holistic approach to the discipline, featuring a multidisciplinary 
study of health, wellness, and disease in human communities, 


Depending on the minor selected, graduates will be prepared for jobs in a wide range of relat- 
ed fields such as health-care administration, health education and promotion, with research 
and government health agencies, and in hospitals and non-profit organizations, 


Redeemer’s well-equipped labs and small class sizes will make this an excellent location to 
pursue a health sciences education. Students in the program at Redeemer will be eligible 
for a range of scholarships and can take advantage of internships and off-campus study 
opportunities. More information on the program is available on the program's website: 
wwwredemerca/healthsciences. 


>> FACILITIES CONTINUE TO EXPAND 


Redeemer’s labs and equipment are well-suited for serving students across the sciences. 
“Sure, there are pieces of equipment at other institutions that we would like to have here” 
says Ron van der Heiden, Laboratory Instructor, “but one thing that we do offer, something 
that can't be said of most universities, is that when you are in a lab at Redeemer, it is being led 
by the instructor, not by a graduate student, That access to faculty is almost unheard of at the 
undergraduate level.” 


Redeemer has also seen a number of upgrades and additions to its facilities. Many of the 
labs and prep rooms have been updated, and this past summer, a new Robotics Laboratory 
was built, housing workstations for both research and lab work in computer sciences. A new 


weather station, and the new solar panels (sce p, 23) will provide a wealth of resources for atmo- 
spheric and climate study. And a new greenhouse, twice the size of the former one, is also being 
installed on the roof over the sciences division. The greenhouse will grow plants year round and 
supply flora for the Biology Department. Many of these enhancements were funded in part by 
the federal government through the Knowledge Infrastructure Program (KIP). 
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>> ACOMMUNITY RESOURCE 


It’s not just Redeemer students who benefit from the well-equipped facilities of Redeemer’s sci- 
ence department, For 18 years, Jennifer Chiang, Lecturer in Biology, has been welcoming cle- 
mentary and secondary students to Redeemer for exciting, affordable, and interactive workshops 
designed to enhance their school’s curriculum. 


The High School and Elementary School Science programs host between 300-600 students each 
year. While here, students can learn about the basics of working in a lab to more advanced topics 
in areas such as circulation, ONA, enzymes and others. “We are also able to cater a visit to meet 
the schools’ needs,” says Prof. Chiang. These programs have also proved popular with parents 
who homeschool, providing access to quality scientific programming and resources that is often 
beyond what the parents themselves can provide. 


Redeemer students often assist with the programs, giving them—especially those wanting to 
be science teachers—valuable experience, The cost of the programs is kept low by re-using and 
recycling existing lab materials used by Redeemer students. “Redeemer and our students have 
been so accommodating and generous in supporting this program,” notes Prof. Chiang. 


Even during the summer, science education at Redeemer continues, Several weekly Science 
Camps = all-day events geared to different age groups and different interests, are organized by 
Prof. Chiang. These camps provide students with hands-on, exciting programs, designed to nur- 
ture and deepen an interest in the various areas of the natural sciences. 


For more information about these community programs, please contact Jennifer Chiang by 
phone: 905.648.2139 x 4245, or by email: jchiang@redeemer.ca. 
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>>>> FAIR SUPPORTS SCHOOLS’ SCIENCES PROGRAM 


Every other year, the Sciences Division works with Christian elementary schools across Ontario to showcase young scientific 
talent through the Christian Schools Science Fair, This past April, grades 7 and 8 students from more than 50 schools presented 
their work as part of the two-day event. The Science Fair acts as the keystone event for many schools’ science curriculum. 
Students work throughout the year on experiments and reports at their individual schools, and the best of those are displayed 
at Redeemer. Those projects are reviewed and graded by a panel of judges which included alumni, students and faculty of 
Redeemer’s sciences division. 


Awards are given out ina number of categories, such as Study, Physical Science, Innovation, Experiment, Life Science and Technical 
Science. The Custance Foundation also sponsors awards for those projects which exemplified a Christian Perspective in Science. 


Besides the judging, the Science Fair also features a number of science-related presentations for the participants and their families 

and guests. This year, the Fair opened with “Antics with Atoms” presented by Dr. He ‘ory Brouwer, Professor Emeritus of Chemistry 
and Environmental Science, a lively look at the chemical elements that involves a variety of fascinating chemical demonstrations. 
There was also a public Open House to allow students to “show off” their projects. 


The next Christian Schools Schools Science Fair is scheduled for April 2013. More details about this past year's Fair, including pic. 
tures of all the projects, and of the awards ceremony, are available at http;//es.redeemerca/scifair/. 


Redeemer science faculty have received a number of NSERC Discovery Grants in support of their 
research activities. Some of these were co-awarded with research colleagues from other universities. 
The total value of these awards is in excess of a half million dollars. 


EDWARD BERKELAAR KYLE SPYKSMA 
The role of speciation in the uptake of Tl, As, and Se High-resolution study of turbulence and phase 
(7005-2010) changes in convective clouds 2013) 


KEVIN VANDER MEULEN DARREN BROUWER 

Graph and Matrix Decompositions [2002-2004] New Methods for structure determination of 

Combinatorial Matrix Theory (2004-2011) materials by solid-state nuclear magnetic resonance 
spectroscopy (2010-2014) 

DEREK SCHUURMAN 

Machine vision for telerobotic applications 

(2005 - 2010). 


Redeemer University College also supports research through internal research grants, course releases, 
sabbaticals and research leaves. Since 1995, Redeemer has provided more than $100,000 in 
internal research grants to those in the Sciences Division. 


>>> RESEARCH AT REDEEMER 


Although primarily an undergraduate teaching university, re- 
starch remains a@ high priority at Redeemer. Research in the 
sciences is supported internally through course releases and 
internal funding grants, and Redeemer faculty have also been 
awarded numerous grants over the years from funding agen- 
eles such as the Natural Sciences and Engineering Council of 
Canada (see box at right). 


Several faculty also work alongside scholars from other in- 
stitutions, sharing their insights, expertise and worldview 
with colleagues around the world. Professor of Biology Gary 
Chiang is also an adjunct professor of biology at McMaster 
University where he has been working in collaboration with 
fellow biologist Dr. Mike O'Donnell. Dr. Chiang has written 
two scientific articles with Dr. O'Donnell, and they have co- 
supervised MeMaster and Redeemer biology students. 


Gary and Jennifer Chiang are also working with Dr. Marli 
Lima who heads the Laboratory for Ecoepidemiology of 
Chagas Disease at the Oswaldo Cruz Institute in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. Jennifer and Gary spent two weeks in Rio de 
Janeiro studying the morphology of the reproductive organs 
of several insect species that carry Chagas disease. A paper 
describing this cutting-edge research will appear in the near 
future. All these collaborations have been very fruithul. Gary 
Chiang notes that these shared research opportunities “Not 
only keep us and our students in contact with mainstream 
scientific research, they provide an opportunity to share our 
Christian worldview with world class biologists.” 


The smaller size of Redeemer also provides unique oppor- 
tunities for undergraduate students to work alongside pro- 
fessors. For example, each summer, a number of Redeemer 
science students are hired to do research work. These are 
fabulous opportunities for students, usually tn their third- 
or fourth-year of studies, to work closely with faculty on 
original work that is often published in academic journals, 
Most of the research is funded by NSERC, through the 
Undergraduate Student Research Awards. 


At the annual Sciences Division Undergraduate Research 

Symposium, these students present the results of their sum- 

mer research. These are some of the 2011 research projects: 

* Hannah Bergsma (Dr Kevin VanderMeulen): Inertially- 
Arbitrary Matrix Patterns 

® Natalie Campbell (Dr. Kyle Spyksma): Continued 
Investigations of the Statistics of High-order moments 
of isotropic turbulence. 

* Kevin Langendoen (Dr. Darren Brouwer}: Quantum 
Calculations for NMR Crystallography 

* Sarah Mork and Quentin Ferrant (Dr. Gary Chiang): 
Hunting the Heart Inhibitor 

* Cassandra Reenerus (Or Darren Brouwer): 
Investigation of the structure of cellulose by nuclear 
m aenel ic TeSsOnance § Pecirosce py 

® Wicholas Van Huizen (Or Darren Brouwer): Structural 
Investigation and Synthesis of Layered Silicates 

* Katie Hotke (Dr Rod DeKoter ‘88, University of 
Western Ontario): BLNK expression Causes Leukemia 
in FU.L and Spi-B knockout Mice @ 


TRUTH, PEACE AND ANXIETY 


BY DR. SYD HIELEMA 


HE TENSION BETWEEN science 
and Scripture has a long and messy 
history which is fascinating to stucly. 
Questions such as “What is truth?” 
“How do Scripture and science interact?,” 
and “What does revelation have to do with 
reason? have confused us Christians for 
cons, Many centuries ago the church strug- 
gled with Galileo's theories; today there are 
other struggles. The passage of time has 
not lessened these complications one bit. 


Itseems to me there are three key issues that guide us through this 
tension. First, in the Christian faith, the foundational question is 
not “What is truth,” but rather “Who is Truth?” The deepest truth 
that we are given is in the one who declared “1 am the way, the truth 
and the life” (John 14: 6). Because truth is not first embodied in 
statements that we make but in the Word made flesh, we are called 
to live in Him, and. such living is called “walking in the truth” (11 
John 1:4, LT John 1: 4). 


Second, all truth is God's truth, and this truth is found in the two 
books of Scripture and creation, and we are called to interpret these 
two books. Every statement made that is based on Scripture is an 
interpretation of Scripture and every statement made about creation 
is an interpretation of creation. Not one single person or school of 
thought perfectly interprets either one; we need both to work to- 


"SOME DAY WE WILL SEE HIM —THE TRUTH — FACE 
TO FACE AND NO LONGER THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY, 
AND THIS PROCESS OF CORRECTION WILL END. “ 


gether to discern God's truth. Galileo's interpretation of creation 
led te revising particular ways of interpreting Scripture. That led 
to tensions at the time, but now we see that we need to thank him 
for his wise insight. 


Finally, because all truth is God's truth and his two books cannot 
contradict each other, there is no need to be nervous about the in- 
teraction between Scripture and science, God is sovereign! History 
shows how Christians became very anxious when scientific theo- 
ries called Seriptural interpretations into question, but ultimately 
we can only be thankful that our imperfect understandings are con- 
tinually being challenged towards clearer refinement. Some day 
we will see Him — the Truth — face to face and no longer through a 
glass darkly, and this process of correction will end. 


Imagine ifany time we encountered a new scientific theory or bibli- 
cal interpretation, we would say to each other, “Irs hard to imagine 
that this could be right. But let’s take it apart and discern if there 
might even be a 1% seed of accuracy inside this that might bless 
the Kingdom. Let's quictly and peacefully ponder this together: 
after all, God is sovereign, his Truth cannot be snuffed out. We 
can investigate this without anxiety or rancor” Maybe that’s what 
“walking in the truth” looks like, 


DR. SYD HIELEMA is Campus Chaplain at Redeemer, 
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(Ss not uncommon to sce students rushing across the campus, 
trying to get to class on time or to make some type of appointment. 
This fall, however, the Sciences Division hosted an event where 
high school students were invited to race—literally—across the 
campus, inside and out, as part of a unique visit day experience, 


Fifty-six high school students from across the province participated 
in “The Amazing Sciences Race —- Redeemer Edition.” This venture, 
modelled after the television show, invited teams of students to 
participate in various experiments, quizzes and activities that 
tested their knowledge of. and explored Redeemer’s resources in, 
the natural sciences, mathematics and computer science. 


In teams of 2, students were given 8 tasks or challenges they 

to complete. Some of those tasks were related to various disciplines 
in the sciences. For example, in “Robotic Art,” students had to draw 
an abject using robots from the Computer Science department, 
and “A Task to Dye For™ explored the chemistry behind tie-dying 
fabric. Other tasks sent students across campus to check out other 
parts of Redeemer such as the Auditorium, the Soccer Complex 
and the residences. At the end of cach task, the students returned 
ta Race Headquarters to have their passports checked and their 
times recorded. The object was to complete all the tasks in the least 
amount of time, and the stakes were high - a Wii gaming system for 
each member of the winning team was up for grabs, 


Team 7, Eric Goforth and Stephen Boersma from London District 
Christian Secondary School took home first-place honours, The 
second-place team, winning a $50 gift card to Best Buy each, was 
Team 10, Zab Cope and Ben Van Arragon from Unity Christian 
High School. And the third-place team, winning $25 gift cards to 
Best Buy was Team 19, Emily Monster (home school} and Angela 
Krone (from VLC). 


“The goal of The Amazing Sciences Race was to showcase the 
faculty, students and facilities in the Sciences Division in a fun and 
interactive manner, notes Dr, Doug Needham, Dean of Sciences and 
Social Sciences. “We hope that the racers who are called to study the 
sciences in the future will consider Redeemer” 


The Amazing Sciences Race was a first for Redeemer, and planning 
for the event started already this past spring. Christine Giancola, 
Coordinator of Redeemer'’s Campus Visit Day program, is pleased 
with the way the day went. “It was definitely a success, largely 
because of countless hours of planning with the Sciences faculty 
and other administrative departments. We also had an army of 
student volunteers on the day of the event to make this possible. 
We are looking forward to the next Amazing Sciences Race!" 
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Part 3 of 4 


Over the past two years, The Board of Governors has participated in a series of 
discussion sessions with the overall title of “Refreshing our Reformed Identity.” 
Designed to assist the Board in its strategic planning process, these sessions deal 
with Redeemer’s identity as a Reformed Christian institution that reaches out to 
the wider Christian community. 


At the March 2010 meeting, the Board addressed how Redeemer, an institution 
that is rooted both confessionally and philosophically in the reformed tradition, 
can maintain that identity while at the same time broadening its impact and 
reach to a broader evangelical world. 


This issue of Tangents will take a look at what factors gave rise to the 
increasingly diverse denominational representation found at Redeemer and the 
effect that diversity has on campus life. In the next issue, we'll explore its impact 
in the classroom. 


A HOME FOR ALL 
A REDEEMER ATTRACTS STUDENTS FROM AN INCREASINGLY 
BROADER DENOMINATIONAL SPECTRUM 


become Redeemer University College—opened its doors, it was an overwhelmingly homogeneous com- 

munity. From Prof. Hugh Cook’s description of the faculty: “seven Dutchman and a Savage" (the latter 
referring to Librarian Daniel Savage), to a president who was an ordained minister in the Christian Reformed 
Church (and who taught Catechism to students), Redeemer was truly an extension of the Christian day-school 
movement that grew out of the post-war wave of Reformed, Dutch immigrants to Canada, 


iI NW SEPTEMBER, 1983, when Redeemer Reformed Christian College—the then-legal name of what would 


Today, just over 400 students who were raised in a capital “R° Reformed Church (Christian, Canadian, Free, 
Netherlands, United, Orthodox, ete,.) attend Redeemer, and the number of students from Reformed denomina- 
tions has increased every year. However, the percentage of students from those denominations, as compared to 
students fram other Christian traditions, has steadily decreased. Detailed denominational background records 
#o back to 1998, and show that the percentage of students from the Reformed denominations has dropped fram 
69% bo 45% in 2011. 


The pace of change in Redeemer's denominational landscape mirrors closely the growth in Redeemer's 
enrollment, Through the years, Redeemer’s Recruitment (formerly Admissions) Department has recog- 
nized and responded to these developments, adjusting its strategies and tactics to take advantage of a 
changing environment. 
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Dory Strikwerda ‘94 is Redeemer’s Recruitment Director, and she has 
been visiting high schools and working with students and their parents 
for more than 15 years. “When I started visiting the public and Catholic 
high schools, I usually didn’t sce a lot of students; but the ones who 
did come out were from a variety of denominations, The bigger chal- 
lenge then was in getting students from non-Reformed denominations 
to enroll” 


Much of that resistance was due to Redeemer’s status ar the time. “It 
was really hard to sell a university—called Redeemer College, and offer- 
ing a Bachelor of Christian Studies—to anyone that was serious about 
academics, especially to those that never heard of Redeemer before? 
Even for those in the Reformed community, the recognition issue was 
a factor, but there was some understanding of what Redeemer was, and 
there was support for its mission. 


Ties to the Reformed tradition were reinforced by a well-defined com- 
munity that generously supported Redeemer with dollars and students. 
In return, Redeemer turned out graduates who went back to serve—and 
to take up leadership positions—in those same communities. Redeemer 
played to its strength and worked hard at tapping into that market. In 
Redeemer's early years, recruiters and others would try as much as possi- 
ble to visit the local CRC and make contact with the pastor. The goal was 


66 All students can find community here, no 


W2 


matter their background; it’s a message 
that we proudly and truthfully share with 
prospective students” 


to keep him up to date on what was going on and enlist him in generating 
interest and support for Redeemer among church leaders. Those visits 
were almost as important as trips to the local public high schools. 


But as Redeemer grew and became more recognized as a legitimate 
university offering a quality, Christ-centred education, students from 
other denominations started to take a closer look at what was be- 
ing offered, This was especially evident after 1998, and then again in 
2000, when Redeemer’s charter was amended. It was now Redeemer 
University College, and it granted BA and BSc degrees. “After that, 
the number of interested students from the public and Catholic high 
schools grew significantly.” notes Strikwerda. 


That recognition was also stimulated by a more intentional effort from 
the Recruitment Department to reach out to a wider audience. “We 
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started to advertise more” notes Strikwerda, “and we started to visit 
more high schools in broader areas.” With the increased recognition 
ofits academic programs, for example, University Reps started to visit 
schools and attend recruiting events in Metro Toronto, an area which 
for years had generated hardly any students for Redeemer, 


Working in a larger, more diverse market, Redeemer has been able to 
draw students whose denominational backgrounds are equally diverse, 
“As Redeemer becomes more recognized,” explains Strikwerda, “we 
are able to draw more students. With more students—students who 
are having a great experience here—the word about Redeemer spreads 
even more, And that extends into communities beyond the traditional 
Reformed support base” 


Not surprisingly, this rise in diversity has impacted Redeemer’s on 
campus student community, Eileen Fallon, Assistant Dean of Students 
- Campus, has been working in Redeemer’s Student Life Department 
for 19 years. “In the early years of Redeemer, all of the Resident 
Assistants (RAs, students who are hired by Redeemer to oversee life 
in the residences) were from the Christian Reformed Church, and 
most of the students in their dorms were as well.” she says, “Many 
of those students also came out of the same Christian schools, and 
as such had little interaction with kids who came from a Baptist or 
Pentecostal background. It wasn’t that students were intentionally 
divisive or tried to exclude others out of spite, but if you weren't CRC 
[or from another Reformed tradition], you were definitely in the 
minority — an often misunderpstood minority” Some traditions, for 
instance, could not understand why Redeemer allowed smoking on 
campus, but not dancing. 


Over the years, Student Life has implemented a number of guidelines 
and practices to ensure that residence life is a welcoming environment, 
especially for new students who may be on their own for the first time. 
Unless they are living at home, all first-year students at Redeemer are 
required to live on campus, and the Housing Office works to put two- 
gether dorms of students who will complement and balance each other. 
One of the factors they consider is denominational background, “We 
avoid putting all people of the same denomination in one residence, 
but we also try not to put just one person from a particular denomina- 
tion or tradition in a dorm, notes Fallon, 


The potential for strife caused by denominational differences is some- 
thing that the RAs actively look for in their residence. “I stress to the RAs 
the importance of everyone in their dorm sharing their background; 
it’s something that should happen in the first few days of campus life? 
says Fallon. She recalls how a number of years ago, a Redeemer student 
questioned whether one particular denomination “was even Christian 


Top Ten Denominations Represented 2010-201] YA 6 


Christian Reformed 302 Just as we hope 
Pentecostal 73 students will benefi t 
Baptist 49 from all the different 
Non-Denominational 63 faith expressions 

Roman Catholic 60 they experience here, 
United Reformed 45 we hope they will 
Presbyterian 22 appreciate the Reformed 
Alliance 21 tradition, and what 
Associated Gospel 19 it brings to higher 

United 16 education.” 


anymore.” What that student didn't know was that one of his room mates belonged to that denomination and 
was shut down by the comment, “Those types of situations can poison the atmosphere in a dorm and seriously 
damage a student's experience? 


Redeemer has also become much more intentional in selecting RAs, and in the training it provides them. “We 
look for people who can represent the campus’ diversity,” says Fallon. Diversity awareness is also a key com- 
ponent of the week-long training that RAs and HAs (Housing Assistants, who work in upper-year residences) 
undergo before the school year, and Fallon meets with the RAs on a weekly basis to support their work and to en- 
sure that any issues can be addressed early. “We want to create a community where all are not just welcomed, but 
a place where students have the freedom to celebrate their own traditions and the ways they are worked out.” 


And it seems to be happening, “All students can find community here, no matter their background; it’s a message 
that we proudly and truthfully share with prospective students,” says Strikwerda. 


Redeemer’s denominational diversity has increased over the years, and Redeemer has adapted to accommo- 
date thase changes. “This has been a real blessing for our community on a number of levels” states Richard 
Wikkerink “87, Associate Vice President, Student Development and Registrar. “For those who come from the 
Reformed tradition—and I include myself in this—it has helped us to think about the Christian community as be- 
ing much bigger than the one in which we were, almost exclusively, churched, schooled, raised and nurtured.” 


“We've learned from each other” he continues, “and discovered 
that we have more in common than that which separates us. 
Students develop spiritual depth by engaging with the Reformed 
tradition and considering how this interacts with their own 
faith background. For example, the statements that describe 
Redeemer’s mission, vision and purpose come from a distinctly 
Reformed perspective. Yet students from across the denomi- 
national spectrum latch on to them. Students from all sorts of 
churches use the Creation-Fall-Redemption-New Creation nar- 
rative as they write papers, debate ideas in class, and consider 
how to interact with culture. And, just as the largely Reformed 
pioneering student body did, contemporary students get excited 
about proclaiming Christ's Lordship over ‘every square inch.” 
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Wikkerink—who has been with Redeemer since 1983—sees less 
concern among students for denominational loyalty now than 
when he started. Instead, he believes that students are placing 
a preater emphasis on the relationships that they have, pri- 
marily with Jesus, but also with other people and institutions. 
“Students are seeking a church community that feeds their 
spiritual growth; that is often more important to them than the 
idea of membership.” 


Confessionally, Redeemer is and remains a Reformed Christian 
institution, but its mandate is not to “convert” students to be- 
eome members of a Reformed church. “Just as we hope students 
| ; will benefit from all the different faith expressions they experi- 
RICHARD WIKKERINK + ) ence here” says Wikkerink, “we hope they will appreciate the 
ao Vi . Reformed tradition, and what it brings to higher education.” & 


ti 
E 


TANGENTS | FALL 201) 


CROSSROADS 


Engaging with Engineering, too 


Why Christian universities in Canada 
should offer engineering programs 


BY DEREK SCHUURMAN 


HRISTIAN COLLEGES IN Canada have traditionally 

offered degree programs in the arts, humanities and 

natural sciences, but not in applied sciences such as 
engineering. What is the point of teaching engineering in a 
Christian college? Is there a distinctive Christian approach to 
engineering in areas like automotive design, bridge building 
and power grids? 


Many peaple assume that technology is neutral. The argument 
goes something like this: it isn't about the technology itself, it's 
what you do with technology that matters. This perspective 
leads to a philosophy of technology education in which the 
world of values is not part of the workd of practical engineer- 
ing. If this is true, then the case for a Christian engineering 
education is limited. 


Questions like this are the focus of the annual Christian 
Engineering Education Conference (CEEC). This summer, 
the conference was held at Trinity Western University, and 
it attracted dozens of engineering professors from a wide 
variety of Christian colleges across North America and South 
Korea, Together with Arnold Sikkema, a physics professor 
from Trinity Western University, | presented a paper entitled 
“Christian Engineering Education in Canada” This paper 
could have been very short, since there are no full engineering 
programs at any Canadian Christian colleges. Nonetheless, we 
sketched the rationale for a Christian engineering program 
and proceeded to share our dream of establishing such a pro- 
gram in Canada. 


The rationale for Christian engineering programs begins with 
understanding the nature of technology. Stephen V, Monsma’s 
book Responsible Technology defines technology like this: 


“A distinct cultural activity in which human beings ex- 
ercise freedom and responsibility in response to God 
by forming and transforming the natural creation, 
with the aid of tools and procedures, for practical 
ends or purposes,” 


This definition recognizes that technology is a human cultural 
activity: it is more than just machines and technical artifacts. 
When we do engineering, we are not just working with me- 
chanical forees, chemical reactions or electric potentials. In 
our technical work there are other aspects at play — things such 
as cultural appropriateness, open communication, etiquette, 
stewardship, user-friendliness, justice, care for public health 
and safety, and the trustworthiness and reliability of our work. 
These aspects are associated with certain norms in which we 
exercise freedom and responsibility. To avoid running amok, 
these norms ought to be shaped by Scripture and by secking 
God's will for his creation. 
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Currently, only large publicly-funded universities offer degree 
programs in engineering in Canada. However, both Redeemer 
University College and Trinity Western University have re- 
cently begun attracting students with an interest in beginning 
their engineering studies at a Christian university. Both univer- 
sities have now established pre-engineering programs in which 
students can begin their first year of studies at a Christian 
university before transferring to a public university. These pre- 
engineering programs provide an opportunity for students to 
develop their Christian worldview before pursuing further stud- 
ies in enginecring, Although there are established engineering 
programs at places like Calvin College and Dordt College in the 
U.S. Canadian students who attend these programs can face 
hurdles when applying for their professional engineering status 
in Canada. Furthermore, the Canadian culture and context is 
different than in the US. 


Any effort to establish an accredited engineering program at a 
Christian university in Canada will face significant challenges, 
Establishing an engineering program requires specialized—and 
expensive— labs and equipment, and it will be a challenge to 
attract qualified Christian faculty members, particularly when 
faculty salaries at Christian colleges are modest in comparison 
with typical industry salaries. And any legitimate program 
will require recognition from the Canadian Engineering 
Accreditation Board (CEAB) in a context without any existing 
Christian liberal arts engineering programs. Finally, prospective 
students will need to be convinced of such a program's quality 
and viability. 


It sounds daunting, but Christian universities are used to such 
challenges. Christian colleges want to train Christians to be 
agents of change — culture-shapers. In an age of high-technolo- 
ey, perhaps it’s time that an engineering program is established 
at a Christian college in Canada in order to train young men and 
women to be faithful and responsible engineers. ™@ 


DR. DEREK SCHUURMAN is a licensed engineer and Associate 
Professor of Computer Science. This article originally appeared in 
Christian Courier. 
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BY ROBERT JOUSTRA 


OPE, WROTE THE gpreat international relations 

scholar Martin Wight, is not a political virtue. Wight’s 

realism has been misconstrued a great deal over the 
years, as though by this he meant politics has no hope, or that 
politics is.a place with no ethics or power other than the tired 
adage “might makes right.” But this wasn't what Martin Wight 
meant. He meant that politics, for all its powers and responsi- 
bilities, cannot ultimately yield that one thing without which 
life upon earth is intolerable and incomprehensible: the salva- 
tion of humankind. Politics is too small and modest a craft to 
absorb the hope eternal of humankind, The New Jerusalem 
‘annot be built by only human hands. 


The outpouring of sentiment at the death of Jack Layton has 
reminded me afresh of the pregnancy of words like hope, and 
love, Consider his now rightly-famous last words: 


My friends, love is better than anger. Hope is better 
than fear. Optimism is better than despair So let us 
be loving. hopeful and optimistic. And we'll change 
the world. 


Yesterday we debated as a staff (of Cardus) whether or not 
these words are not simply tautological, 1 don't believe this 
is tautology, These are words of pastoral admonition. It is 
religion, and religion can seem much like tautology because 
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Jack Layton’s last words are etched in chalk on 
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sidewalks all over Toronto, and all of them beg, 


plead, with him—with someone—to answer our 


it repeats complex truths that cannot be logically or positively 
demonstrated. It seems trite. The Greeks called it foolishness. 
Yet these last words of Jack Layton were not foolishness. Each 
word is pregnant with meaning: love, hope, and optimism. 
Sentimental New Democrats may well rally around these 
terms and fill them with their secular meaning to mark public 
campaigns in memory of Jack Layton. They should and they 


will. The meaning and work of hope and love is, maybe, the 
most important debate in history, Layton'’s memory will be part 
of that debate in Canada now. Canada will be better for it. 


In politics, words like hope and love are never out of place. 
We should never regret their use, even if twisted out of all ree- 
opnition, because they point toward the thing itself. They are 
shadows that alert us to the presence of light. They are greater 
virtues than policy wonks and Prime Ministers can legislate 
into being. And Jack Layton was right that we need to say 
out loud, more often, words like these. We have had enough 
realism, enough fear and anger. Love is better than anger and 
hope is better than fear. 


But what love? Hope in whom or in what? Jack Layton's last 
words are etched in chalk on sidewalks all over Toronto, and 
all of them beg, plead, with him—with someone—to answer 
our painful lament. It was put another way some time ago, 
“Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all 
the Woy here to il raw, 


In the National Post, Father Raymond deSouza contrasts the 
looters of this summer's London riots with the pilgrims of 
Madrid's World Youth Day. Doesn't the latter's pilgrimage sug- 
gest that the tautology implicit in words like hope and love is 
not the words themselves, but the well from which we draw? 
These young people remind me that it’s not about me, maybe 
noteven about us, our politics, or our culture. 


Maybe, as David Brooks wrote recently in the New York Times, 
and like another man said long before him, in order to save my 
life, | must lose it. In order to live, | must believe. Hope, said 
Martin Wight, is not a political virtue. @ 


ROBERT JOUSTRA is a lecturer in international relations and 
foreign policy at Redeemer University College. He is the editor of 
Cardus Policy in Puldie and editor, with Jonathan Chaplin, of God and 
Global Order: The Power of Religion in American Foreign Policy (Baylor 
University Press, FOL), 
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stronger Together 2011 grant funds partnership project 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE has been awarded a grant from Stronger Together 2011 to fund an ex- 
citing and innovative project entitled “Redeemer Downtown." Stron ger Together is a collaborative granting 
initiative of several Canadian faith-based funders that support charities in their work of serving others. With 
this funding, Redeemer will partner with Hamilton's Jobs Prosperity Collaborative (JPC) to develop a community 
support organization that coordinates activities addressing the complex needs of Hamilton's downtown core. 


The grant is for $35,000, the largest grant amount available from Stronger Together 2011. As part of the grant, 
Redeemer has hired Steven Dykstra ’07 as a part-time community coordinator, Steven will assess Redeemer'’s existing 
involvement in the downtown core, mobilize more students to volunteer, and explore new service learning opportu- 
nities for the Redeemer community. Steven notes “Redeemer has a great history of being involved in this city, Asa 
Redeemer graduate who has lived downtown since graduation, | strongly believe that the connections built here will 
strengthen and stimulate both the City of Hamilton and Redeemer students” 


Mark Chamberlain, Chair of Hamilton's Job Prosperity Collaborative agrees, saying that the Stranger Together fund- 
ing will “enable Redeemer to join us in a coordinated approach to engage students in meaningful involvement that 


will be the catalyst for change in our community” m 


66 HILE LECTURES AND assignments have changed 

my thinking, the lessons I've learned from my neigh- 

| bours this year have changed my life,” says Stephany 
Mercado, third-year social work student at Redeemer. 


Stephany and her roommate, Michelle Drew, a former staff member 
at Redeemer, have joined a movement of Christians who are moving 
into neglected high-rise apartment buildings, Their commitment is 
simple: to love and support their neighbours and meet together once 
a week to pray for them. The buildings are chosen based on the num- 
ber of new immigrants and refugees that are housed there, and the 
poverty rates in the neighbourhood. Beasley, one of Canada’s poorest 
neighbourhoods located in downtown Hamilton, fits the profile. 


Among their neighbours is a Roma family who came to Canada seek- 
ing refugee status two and a half years ago from Slovakia, where they 
experienced severe discrimination, “Everything is very hard,” says 
Silvia Gaziova, a mother of three children. “It is good having help 
from these women. It feels like we have become family.” 


During last February’s Reading Week, a group of Redeemer stu- 
dents participated in a mission trip to downtown Hamilton. The 
students stayed at Michelle and Stephany’s apartment, where they 
engaged children in the building in various different community 
building activities, 
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As Michelle and Stephany dramatically demonstrate, charity does 
begin at home. “We can't neglect the struggle of people in our com- 
munity, says Michelle. “We must open our eyes to these injustices 
and work for change.” © 


YOUTH 
MINISTRY 
CERTIFICATE 
LAUNCHED 


URING THE PAST fifteen years 

Redeemer chaplain Syd Hielema (a 

former youth pastor), has served on 
four different denominational boards related 
to youth ministry. “I quickly learned that the 
profession of youth ministry has no formal 
training requirements. Some come into this 
calling with a Masters degree from a seminary 
and others come straight from their construc- 
tion business into fulltime youth ministry, [t's 
all over the map” 


50, Hiclema invited Marcel DeRegt, the pro- 
fessional development specialist with Youth 
Unlimited, to a lunch meeting to brainstorm 
together concerning the educational needs of 
youth workers. After several consultations, in- 
eluding a lunch with fifteen Ontario youth pas- 
tors, 2 proposal for a youth ministry certificate 
was drafted and approved by both Redeemer 
and Youth Unlimited, co-sponsors of and part- 
ners in this program. The certificate requires 
completion of 8 university-level youth minis- 
try courses which can be taken during week- 
long summer sessions at Redeemer or during 
the academic year, This program also includes 
two internships that are taken in the student's 
home community. 


This past summer the first two week-long 
courses were offered: Spiritual Formation for 
Ministry taught by Hielema and Counseling 
Adolescents, taught by Psychology professor Dr. 
Brenda Stephenson. Seven youth pastors and 
volunteer youth workers enrolled in the pro- 
gram’s first offerings. “That was more than I 
expected,” noted Hiclema, “because it takes 
time for a new program to gain traction. And 
the teaching was profoundly enjoyable: the stu- 
dents were very motivated, they engaged the 
material on a deep professional and personal 
level, and quickly became a very close learning 
community. It was a privilege to teach them, 
and [ended the week convinced that I received 
the greatest blessing from our time together” 


One of the students, Erika Haveman from 
Frankford, ON, echoed Hielema’s comments: 
“My experience with the first two courses of 
the Youth Ministry Certificate were incredibly 
intensive and challenging and nothing that I 
expected them to be - they were so much bet- 
ter! Everything was very personal - it didn't 
feel like school, it felt, together as students and 
professor, like a family learning and growing in 
new and exciting ways.” 


For more information on this certificate, see 
www.redeemer.ca/youthministrycertificate 
or contact certificate administrator Rachel 
Janceek at rjanecek@redeemerca, & 


Welcome to Redeemer. 
Welcome to Canada 


International students get to know new 
campus, new city and new country 


OR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS, 

the thought of studying overseas 

can certainly be appealing. Living 
and learning in a different land sounds so 
exciting; there's an almost romantic aura 
abour it. 


But regardless of how much you may be 
looking forward to moving far, far away 
from home to study—even if you're coming 
toa welcoming community like Redeemer— 
there will be challenges. Redeemer’s 
Student Life Department has worked with 
international students to develop a new 
initiative to ensure that the transition toa 
new country and school goes as smoothly 
as possible, 


In March, 2011, a group of current inter- 
national students were asked what would 
be helpful for incoming international stu- 
dents. One of the replies was to have an 
international student orientation before 
school even began. Several of those stu- 
dents, along with Redeemer staff, formed 
the International Students Acculturation 
Advisory Committee (ISAAC) to help 
plan an event that would have two goals: 
first, to create a hospitable atmosphere 
for international students; and second, to 
increase their familiarity with the cam- 
pus at Redeemer. 


This September, Redeemer welcomed 
students from 14 different countries. Of 
those, about a dozen were new to Canada 
and to Redeemer, and took part in the ori- 
entation activities organized by ISAAC. 
The Canadian experience of those stu- 
dents ranged from those who had lived 
in Canada for several years to those who 


had arrived in Canada the night before the 
event began. 


The event took place prior to Check-In 
Day, when the rest of the students move 
onto campus. Based for two days in the 
President's Guest House, the new students 
were given time to mingle and get to know 
each other. “It is important for interna- 
tional students to feel part of a community 
as soon as possible.” notes Hennie Schoon, 
Assistant Residence Life Coordinator, and 
the key Student Life staff liaison for inter- 
national students. “We want them to con- 
nect with others who are experiencing the 
same things as they are” 


To help the international students find their 
way around campus and around Hamilton, 
several expeditions were organized, includ- 
ing a trip to the Hamilton Farmers’ Market, 
where the students had to buy the ingredi- 
ents for a potluck dinner (it turns out corn 
-on-the-cob is an international favourite’), 
Other orientation events included a bonfire 
and evening of games, attending church 
with family or ISAAC leaders, and a picnic 
at Webster's Falls. 


Sschoon is pleased with the way the event 
worked out. “Having students from a variety 
of backgrounds and experiences, sharing 
time together before the rest of the student 
badly arrived, was a highlight. The downtime 
gave everyone a chance to pet to know one 
another, and the potluck dinner—cooking, 
eating and cleaning together—was a preat 
bonding experience” She also praises the 
work of the student leaders: “They were fun, 
engaging, and competent. A lot of the suc- 
cess of the orientation is to their credit” @ 
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IMPACT 


Internship Project in Ghana 


gets Major Boost 


Redeemer Students to Participate 
in CIDA-Funded Program 


EDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE has been awarded a 

$196,500 erant that will enable students to continue in an 

on-going internship project in the African country of Ghana, 
Students taking part in this project will work to increase both literacy 
and entrepreneurial business skills in local female stakeholders in 
the city of Asamankese. Redeemer will partner with a local Pentecost 
church and NGO, Pentecost Community Development Agency, which 
already reaches a wide audience and has experience in delivering 
community development programming. 


The grant is part of the Students for Development (SFD) pro- 
gram, Which is managed by the Association of Universities and 
Colleges of Canada and is made possible with the financial support 
of the Government of Canada through the Canadian International 
Development Agency (CIDA). 


Dr. Mary Ashun, a Ghana native and professor in the Department of 
Education, oversees the internship program as its Faculry Mentor. It 
has been a joy for her to work with the students as they navigate a 
different culture while they teach basic reading skills to women in 
Asamankese. “[And] the feedback from the community has been 
nothing short of stellar” she says. “They love our students, they ap- 
preciate what we are assisting them to do and they are totally willing 
to also teach us something about their culture” 


This funding will allow an already successful program to continue. 
“Redeemer has been involved in SFD for six years and the multi-year 
funding provides us with a consistent basis from which to meet the lit- 
eracy and economic development needs of women in Asamankese,” say 
Richard Wikkerink, Associate Vice President, Student Development 
and Registrar. 


The grant will fund students from September 2011 through December 
2014. Through it, Redeemer interns will offer free women’s literacy 
classes at both the basic and intermediate levels. The two-step litera- 
cy program will serve as a foundation for the business courses, which 
will train women in strong business practices; this initiative comes 
primarily as a result of a request from the women to show them how 
ta link their newly acquired literacy skills and much needed business 
skills. Women will be encouraged to invest in the business courses, 
which will be very competitively priced, to demonstrate their com- 
mitment to completing the training, Courses will include basic book- 
keeping, inventory tracking, advertising and market analysis. These 
lessons will allow the women to better monitor and contral their busi- 
ness and household budget, increase their earning potential and con- 
sequently improve their family's livelihood, 


The funding will allow up to 20 students to travel to Ghana over the 
next four years, and these students will also directly benefit from the 
program. “While they will be teaching and assessing, they also will 
learn from the expertise of our partners in Ghana,” notes Wikkerink. 
“Redeemer’s international studies program will also benefit from hav- 
ing a site from which to conduct internships for the next four years. 
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Dr. Ashun agrees, and points out that this is more than just a one- 
sided exercise in ‘helping the poor people over there! “There is a very 


real community-building aspect of these types of projects,” she says, 
“Heekap Lee (2011) in his paper on ‘Building a community of Shalom’ 
talks about three levels of awareness when it comes to cultural un- 
derstandings. My hope for all of us in this program is that we get to 
that final level where our attitudes show that we are not just there to 
learn about another culture or another people..that we are there to 
learn from them.” 


Redeemer is grateful for this funding and the opportunity that it 
presents students to make an impact while enhancing their own 
educational experience. “It is part of Redeemer’s mission to encour- 
age students to see ‘what's out there’ and to engage their world,” says 
Wikkerink. “It also allows students, in a very practical way, to work 
out their Christian commitment to serve others.” © 


3*° ANNUAL REDISCOVER REDEEMER 


T WAS A COOL afternoon on October 1 as 159 alumni, 

parents, employees and their families visited the campus for 

reDiscover Redeemer. This annual event is an opportunity to 
reconnect with Redeemer and its community through activities, 
events and fellowship. 


The afternoon featured workshops, varsity soccer, kids’ activities, 
and a BBQ buffet. The reunion challenge between the classes of 1991 
and 2001 — to see which class would be better represented -- was won 
hands-down by the Class of 2001 — Congratulations! 


One of the highlights of reDiscover Redeemer was the alumni vs. var- 
sity volleyball game played after dinner. Doug Veldman, the current 
women’s varsity volleyball coach invited alumni players for a match 
against the current varsity team. Ruth Ann Schuringa '89 talks about 
her experience: 


In the late 1980s, coach Jane deVos-Kors was determined to cre- 
ate a winning women’s volleyball team in the OCAA Tier I [as it 
was known then], [In 1988, we won gold, and in 1989, we won silver. 
[ know, it’s hard to believe, looking at my 43-year-old self now, but 
I was on that team. 


And so I was invited to play with other alumni against the cur- 
rent women’s varsity team. [ was hoping there would be more 
than 7 players on our team, in case some oldies like me needed 
to rest. Thankfully, | was the only one who graduated earlier than 
2005. My team-mates were all powerful, young players and led 
by Megan Hultink’s jump serves, Lydia Schouten’s superb setting, 
and John Byl's coaching, we managed to win one game, and push 
at least one other game to within a couple of points. Granted, the 
varsity team hasn't actually played a match yer this season, and we 
did win some points on a couple of out-of-rotation calls and some 
confused defense, but hey, we gave them 4 competitive games in 
preparation for their season ahead. 


I would highly encourage more alumni to join the game next 
year! It was a delight to be on the court again at Redeemer, hear 
the (sporadic) cheering of the fans, and play volleyball with and 
against some awesome players. 


This combination Homecoming/Open House event continues to 
grow and we look forward to building on this “thank you” event for 
next year. 


PHOTOS FROM TOP: Jason Dykstra “07 leads a workshop on the 
Artof Listening: students: Jenna Bos 13 and Julia‘ Saderholm ‘13 
leada kids" painting class: Golden Horseshoe Revival rocks some 

pospel blieprass tunes: relisecver pests conmeacting at the artisan 
marketplace: Joshua (class of 20257) enjoys the inflatable slide, 
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ASSOCIATION 


THE REDEEMER ALUMNI ASSOCIATION COUNCIL (Council) is making a number of changes to reflect its current activities and to provide 
for new opportunities to communicate openly and transparently with its membership, The Council is also working with University administra- 
tion to clarify the relationship between the Association and the University. 


Three Constitutional amendments are required to assist with this process. The Alumni Council is encouraging alumni to adopt all three mea- 
sures. All alumni of Redeemer University College are eligible to vote. The proposed amendments are as follows: 


1. AMEND ALUMNI ASSOCIATION CONSTITUTION TO REMOVE SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO THE NAME OF TANGENTS. 


Article V, section 1 reads “The Official Publication of the Association shall be the newsletter Images.” 
This section is currently out of date as Images is no longer published and has been replaced by the University publication Tangents. The 
Council proposes to replace this section of the Constitution with the following: 


The Association shall communicate its affairs through official publications of the University and may use other forms of media to communicate with 
members and the public. 


2. AMEND CONSTITUTION TO REMOVE SPECIFIC REFERENCE TO POSITION TITLE. 

Article IT], Section Ib says “The Council shall consist of 8 Members-at-large, the Alumni Representative to the Board of Governors, the 
Alumni Representative to the Senate, a Representative from the present student body, and the Development Director, Alumni” The 
Council proposes to amend Article [11 Section 1b by changing “Development Director, Alumni” to 


Alumni office representative 


3. AMEND CONSTITUTION TO INCLUDE APPENDICES IN THE BY-LAW AMENDMENT PROCESS. 


The Association is governed by the Constitution and By-laws. The By-laws reference a variety of documents including position descrip- 
tions and a Commitment Statement, The Council recommends that these documents be adopted as appendices to the By-laws of the 
Association, and that they be subject to the same criteria for anvendment as Association By-laws. The Council proposes to amend Article 
VI Section 2 by adding “and appendices” to read as follows: 

The By-laws and Appendices of the Association may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the Council, provided notice was given at the previous 
Council Meeting. 


T approve of the changes to the Alumni Association's Constitution as proposed in the fall 2011 Issue 1/Volume2 of Tangents. 
Oves ONo 


Ballots must be signed and received by the Alumni Office by December 31, 2011. Members of the Association may submit ballots by email 
provided that their name and address appear on the email message received. Email ballots should be sent to alumnioffice@redeemerca 
(privacy will be respected.) 


JASON HOFING “99 and RACHEL VAN ARRAGON HOFING "99 had a baby girl named Teagan Frederika, on February, 21, 2011. She is a huge 
blessing to them and to Isaac (8) and Aria (4). 


ALIDA BRINE MAN 06 and Jordan Gagne are excited to welcome baby Kohl born January 15, 2011. Big brother Nigel loves his new playmate. 


AMANDA MARISSEN BRINKMAN 03 and Jason Brinkman have a new addition to their family; Harrison Christian, born March 30, 2011. He is 
Jaxon's new baby brother! 


RUTH REITSMA ARTHUR 09 and John Arthur and their son Benjamin welcomed Anna Ruth Christine Arthur into their family on July 14, 2011. 
God is good! 
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_A Community in 


Cramped Quarters 


Annie Ling captures a unique 


community of Chinese immigrants 


WHAT DOES LIFE look like when you live—some- 
times for years—alongside 35 others in a 64-square- 
foot cubicle? 


Photographer Annie Ling ‘07 spent a year speaking 
with and photographing the residents of a New York 


City tenement that has housed Chinese immigrants for 


decades, This past summer, a photo essay of her work, 
entitled “A Bed and a Key at 81 Bowery.” was featured 
in the print and web editions of the New York Times. 


The residents of the tenement are all Chinese immi- 
grants working in New York, Most of them are support- 
ing families back home, but at a steep cost - many have 
not seen their families for years. For Annie, that was a 
personal connection she shared with many of the ten- 


ants. “I did not really know my father. He was the bread- 


winner I never saw growing up. My personal work in 
Chinatown is driven by a need to tell my own story, and 
the stories of immigrants and individuals that revolve 
around the themes of displacement and sacrifice.” 


But within this unique community of immigrants also 
lie many stories of hope and resilience, “The commu- 
nity of immigrant workers functions like a family; there 
are some who have lived there for more than 20 years. 
They support one another, often share meals, drink and 
socialize together at the end of long work days” & 


ANNIE LING ‘07 is living and 
working in New York City. To view 
more from “A Bed and a Key at 

81 Bowery” and other work, go to 
wwwannelingphoto.com 


are proud to announce the arrival of their daughter Hayley Cornelia born on 
September 5, 2011. They are raising Hayley in London, ON where Adrian is working a5 a Registered Nurse at Victoria Hospital 
Emergency and Jessica will be taking a year off from her job as a Recreation Coordinator at the Salvation Army Adult Day Program. 


had a baby boy, Caleb Niklaas, on 


September 23, 2011. They were teaching on a reservation called Pikangikur for 3 years but are now closer to home for this year. 


is thrilled to announce her marriage to Jared Gryce on August 270, 7011 at Emmanuel Baptist Church, 
Bloomfield, Ontario. Donna is finishing her last year of teaching at Trenton Christian School, and Jared is a senior software 
developer for Leadership Services Team, Belleville, 


TANGENTS | FALL 2011 


OFF GARNER 


WWW REDEEMER. CAT AN 


Novel explores Christ's love 


RIN E.M. HATTON, 

who graduated from 

Redeemer in 2001 with 
degrees in Education and Music, 
has published her first novel. 
Otherworld is the story of two 
hurting people searching for a 
way to put a broken world back 
together. 


Erin describes Otherworld as an 
allegorical tale that simplifies 
the love of Christ for the Church 
into asweeping romance. “I don't 
want to claim thar Orherworld is 
in any way a complete picture of Christ, she says. “My intent 
was to boil this epic story down to one element — a romance. 
So 1 put all my energy into illuminating Christ's love for us, the 
Church, as an enduring, sacrificial love” 


It was her understanding of that overwhelming love of Christ 
that helped inspired her to write the novel. She is also convicted 
there is a spiritual world that exists all around us and that was 
never meant to be separate from the material world. “I want- 
ed to write an allegory that meshed these nwo concepts - that 
sweeping romance, and the powerful spiritual realm.” 


Otherworld is published by Word Alive Press and is current- 
ly being carried in most major Christian bookstores across 
Canada, and is available to order through Amazon and 
Chapters/Indigo bookstores. & 


Award-Winning Work for 


o ° ° t 

NCIPIT INTEGRATED COMMUBSICATIONS is a com- 

munications firm founded by Kevin Adema ‘OL. It special- 

izes in healthcare and pharmaceutical brands through 
consumer, patient and healthcare professional channels, This 
summer, Incipit took home both a Gold and Silver Medal at the 
International Summit Awards, recognizing the creative excel- 
lence of their work. More that 4.000 entries from over 50 coun- 
tries participated in the awards. It was the 8th and 9th summit 
award won since the company was founded in lare 2005. 


Incipit was also recognized by The Dose of Digital (a digital 
pharmaceutical technology site) for their work on developing 
a social media program for those living with multiple sclero- 
sis. The project, for the international pharmaceutical company 
EMD Serono’s MS Village, earned Incipit a Silver medal for the 
Judge's Award. 


Most recently, Incipit picked up two nods at the 2011 e-Mar- 
keting Canada Pharma Digital Awards, capturing the Best 
Digital Innovation Award for their touchMS i,pad applica- 
tion and the Best Use of Social Media Award for MS Village's 
Facebook page. 


In a release, Adema, Incipit's Managing Director, says, “It gives 
me great honour to partner with such leading organizations 
who remain dedicated to developing innovative programs for 
the benefit of their patients” 
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Redeemer’s Solar Panel Array Officially Opens 


EDEEMER CEREMONIALLY “flipped the switch’ onits new 

131kw photovoltaic (PV) solar power system this September, 

the last major project in a campus building program funded 
in part by the federal government's Knowledge in Infrastructure 
(KIP ) program. 


The solar panel system is the last of more than 25 projects that have 
been funded through Industry Canada as part of KIP. Redeemer 
received grants for 50% of the cost of nearly $6 million worth of 
capital projects. The remaining costs have been covered through 
Redeemer’s annual capital budget and by donations. 


On hand to mark the completion of the project were David Sweet, 
Member of Parliament for Ancaster-Dundas-Flamborough-Westdale 
(ADFW), Ted McMeekin, MPP for ADFW and John van de Vegt, 
general manager of ARISE Technologies, the Waterloo-based cam- 
pany that manufactured and installed the panels. They were joined 
by President Hubert Krygsman and Bill van Staalduinen, Vice 
President, Advancement at Redeemer, 


Redeemer’s solar array extends along the entire roof of the Academic 
Building. The long, flat design of Redeemer’s roofline, and the lack of 
tall buildings surrounding the campus, make it an ideal location for this 
technology. According to ARISE’s van de Vegt, Redeemer’s system is 
“one of the first and one of the largest of its kind in the area” 


The $1-million system will generate up to 150,000 kilowatt hours of 

electricity annually, accounting for roughly 10 per cent of Redeemer's 

overall energy usage. Through the provincial Feed-In-Tariff (FIT) pro- 

gram, the energy generated will be pumped back into the provincial 

power grid at a premium. This will allow Redeemer to recoup the cost 

ofthe ‘installation within about 10-years. The life expectancy of oe 
array is between 20625 yearai—— | : 


But as President Krygsman points out, Redeemer’s involvement with 
the project is not driven primarily by the economic aspect. “For us, it’s 
the principle of renewable energy, and the desire to be good stewards 
of the resources entrusted to us.” 


Redeemer is grateful to the federal government and its support com- 
munity for providing the resources necessary to complete these proj- 
ects. “This is a wonderful example of what happens when community 
partners = in this case the federal and provincial governments, ARISE, 
our Physical Plant staff. and our supporters — work together for a cam- 
mon goal.” notes van Staalduinen. “We wish to thank all our partners 
for helping to see this project through” 


The project will go live when all the panels are installed. Once all sys- 
tems are operating, a web portal will be activated that shows how much 


energy is being generated on an hourly basis. m 
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VIC AND COMMUNITY leaders from across Hamilton 
were on hand to mark the opening of the domed athletic 
field, the centerpiece of Redeemer University College's new 


sports Complex. 

The Kick Of ceremony reflected the true community partnership 
of the project. The Complex is a joint program between Redeemer 
and Ancaster Soccer Club, which will use the field for its soccer 
programs. All three levels of government contributed funding 
towards the construction of the Complex. The balance of the cost 
for the faciliry will be covered by operating revenues, corporate 
sponsorships and donations made through a community fundraising 
effort. Noted Hamilton businessman, philanthropist and sports fan 
Ron Foxcroft is the Honorary Chair of that project, called The Field 
for All Seasons Campaign. 


Redeemers President, Dr. Hubert Krvgsman, thanked the many 
partners that were involved in this project, including those who 
first “kicked around” the idea of such a facility: Redeemer President 
Emeritus Dr, Justin Cooper, Jim Bethune, Past President of Ancaster 
soccer, and former Mayor of Hamilton Fred Eisenberger. “The saying 
foes, ‘It takes a village" noted Dr Krygsman. “In this case, the village 
is made possible by the many government, community and corporate 
leaders who supported this facility from the very beginning” 
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Representatives of all three levels of government were on hand, and 
each praised the project as an excellent example of cooperation, 
between both Redeemer and Ancaster Soccer, and between the 3 levels 
of government. 


Ward 12 Councilor Lloyd Ferguson said that “Ancaster, and soccer in the 
area, are both growing exponentially, As such, this was an easy project 
to get behind. Redeemer is a jewel in the City of Hamilton, and I thank 
community leaders such as Ron Foxcroft for naking this possible? 


John Kimpton, Vice President of Ancaster Soccer, noted that this 
project will not only benefit the more than 2500 players involved in 
Aneaster Soceer, but the community as a whole, “Qur mission is to 
develop not only strong athletes, but excellent young people. We are 
building a better place to live that will attract not just athletes, but 
community leaders.” 


Ron Foxcroft pointed out that “My life is sport. This experience has been 
breathtaking and exhilarating. | want to thank you for ‘voluntelling’ me 
to take on this challenge” Mr Foxcroft also announced that Fox 40 
and Fluke Transport, two of the companies which he controls, will be 
making a substantial contribution to the project. 


For further information on the opening or to learn about opportunities for 
renting the facility, please visit wwwredeemerca,sportscomplex. 


fa WiViW REDEEMER,.CA/TANGENTS 


N THE 10TH ANNIVERSARY of the 9/11 attacks, Redeemer varsity athletes gathered to explore what role fear has on their faith as part 
of the second annual Athletes Retreat, held at Brant Conservation Area. 


# 


“Athletes are often under a lot of pressure,” notes Redeemer’s chaplain Syd Hielema, who led more than 30 athletes th rough a day of worship, 
small groups and personal reflection, “This pressure can play on fears—of failure, of being perceived as weak, of letting the team down—that can 
suffocate our love for one another and weaken our faith.” 


The goal of the retreat, according to Dave Mantel, Redeemer’s Athletic Director, was to Fenerate ideas about how athletes can work out their 
faith through their participation in athletics. “We want to give our athletes a chance to reflect on the opportunity that the year ahead offers 
them. How can they learn more about God and themselves, about their community and how to live as Christ in an environment often overshad- 
owed by lack of respect, arrogance, and other issues associated with sports in our society” 


Out of last year’s retreat, a number of athletes continued to study those questions through small groups and chapel services. This year, athlete- 
centred chapels are again being planned, but instead of small groups, a mentoring program has been set up. “Senior athletes have teamed up 
with first- or second-year varsity players, It provides a forum where concerns, joys and ideas can be shared.” These programs are initiated and 
run by the athletes themselves, notes Mantel, an indication of just how serious they are about the important role that both faith and athletics 
play in their lives. 


“Athletics plays a large role in the student community of Redeemer, and athletes are given a lot of responsibility to represent God and Redeemer 


well” says Shawna Druif, a member of the women’s soccer team. “This is not always easy, but at the retreat we discuss ways to help stay on track, 
especially in terms of having someone on your team keep you accountable” m 


UPDATES 


FANS SHOW UP IN RECORD tie alight 70 m field t 
NUMBER FOR ‘SOCCER WEEK’ ; { y of sports and other activities 


t can be configured ina ni 


In one of the biggest weeks in 
Redeemer soccer history, an 
estimated 1400 fans showed up 
to cheer on the Royals soccer teams for a double-header 
day on Saturday, October 1. The crowd included 350 Loyal member institutions of the CCAA (Canadian Colleges Athletic 
Royals (Redeemer’s official fan club) as well as many alumni, Association] competing across all sports. 
parents, and children. 
The women’s team was led this season by Ist-year runner Julie 
In response to the overwhelming fan support, Athletic Koopmans (Chatham, ON) who finished 16th at the Provincial 
Director Dave Mantel commented, “It’s definitely a new era Championships, followed by veteran runner Annie Stollery 
for soccer at Redeemer. There is a benefit to having the type (Waterloo, ON) who finished ?1st. 
of new enclosed facility as it is much more intimate and the 
atmosphere has been electric. The fans are distinctly included 
and part of the game experience. To see the stands full and 
hear the support from the fans throughout all the games NEW ROYALS WEBSITE 
means a lot to our teams. The new facility already feels like = 
home to both our players and our fans, and it has certainly The Athletic Department, in partnership with the Redeemer’s 
made an impact. The experience you get at a Redeemer Information Technology and Marketing and Communications 
Royals home game is unlike any other in the OCAA.” Departments, and SIDEARM Sports [Sports Information 
Distribution Engine with Archives and Records Management) 
have developed a new website specific to the Athletic 
: Department and its athletes, followers, fans and recruits. 


CROSS COUNTRY NATIONAL RANKING 


Check out www.RedeemerRoyals.ca for all the latest 
The Redeemer Royals Women’s Cross Country Team was updates and information on Redeemer's varsity teams as 
nationally ranked for the first time ever this past season. The well as news on other programs and activities hosted by the 
team sat 4th in the province and in 13th placeout of the 95 Athletic Department. 
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[EN AN EVENT is held four times, can we say that a tradition has been established? | 
./ think so. This past September, Redeemer hosted Refresh and Renew, its fourth annual 
worship conference, and just under 300 folks gathered on campus to worship together 


(of course!), listen to a keynote address from Dr. Robbie Castleman (John Brown University, 
Arkansas), and attend a rich variety of workshops. 


Most of us can imagine the sorts of questions that are addressed at a worship conference: 
How do we plan worship well? What biblical principles shape our approach to worship? 
How might worship leaders and pastors develop a strong working relationship? How might 
Powerpoint be used to enrich worship artistically rather than simply being used to project words onto a 
screen? That's what we expect at a dav dealing with worship, and many questions like these were addressed. 


But this year the conference expanded its focus to include equipping the lay worshiper in the pew. The Danish philosopher Soren 
Kierkegaard is reputed to have noted that we often assume that God is the director of worship, the pastor or worship leader the 
performer and we in the pew are the audience. Instead, he notes, the reality is that those who lead are directors, we in the pew are 
“performers,” and God is the audience in the same way that we might hear that someone has been granted an “audience” with the queen. 
Kierkegaard’s analogy assumes that worship in the pew is a spiritual discipline that calls for our best, and therefore needs to be coached 
and supported to lead people to worship well. 


Our “focus on the worshiper” included a series of three workshops honouring the increasing cross-fertilization between denominations 
in worship: “What can we learn from Contemplative, Pentecostal and Anglican worship traditions?” Other foci included growing in 
prayer, worshiping as a parent with children, reviewing the foundations of worship and discerning the various love languages that make 
up worship. 


Response to the day was overwhelmingly grateful and positive, as this collage of participant comments illustrates: “The speakers were 
knowledgeable, dispensing a great deal of wisdom in a short time; the day was personable, friendly and flexible, the worship was powerful 
and Spirit-flled, and the conference embodied an ethos of lovely, inter-denominational co-operation” We look forward to continuing 
the tradition next year @ 


OF. SYD HIELEMA is Redeemer's Chaplain 
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Faculty Books Win Awards 


Drs. Bowen and Payton recognized at The Word Guild 


Canadian Christian Writing Awards, held earlier this year in Mississauga, ON, Both Deborah 
owen and James Payton received an “Award of Merit” in the Academic book category for 
books published in 2010. 


Re publications by two Redeemer faculty members were recognized at The Word Guild 


Dr. Bowen's book, Stories of the Middle Space: Reading the Ethics of Postmodern Realisms (McGill-Queen’s 
U P, 2010), combines narrative theory, ethics, Christian philosophy and fresh readings of a number 
of significant contemporary fictional texts, highlighting the wide variety of ethical concerns con- 
sidered by writers such as Timothy Findley, Thomas King, Carol Shields, Julian Barnes, 4.5, Byatt 
and Salman Rushdie. Bowen makes the case for a new category of “postmodern realism” and shows 
how contemporary stories about “the real” and “the good” are constructed. Her book investigates 
categories of postmodern realism such as magic realism, parody, and metafiction while laying the 
groundwork for Christian readings of a medium that is often perceived as largely irreligious, 


Dr, Payton’s book, Getting the Reformation Wrong: Correcting Some Misunderstandings (IVP Academic, 
2010), draws on his many years’ experience as a scholar and teacher of the Reformation era. Dr. 
Payton considers several ways conservative Christians have misunderstood or misrepresented the 
Reformation, draws on the insights of Reformation scholarship of the last three generations, and 
shows how to correct these misunderstandings. While the book can be used as a textbook for uni- 
versity or seminary classes, it is written at a level accessible to the average person. 


Redeemer University College congratulates Dr, Bowen 
and Dr. Payton on this impressive achievement, m 


Stories of the Middle Space and Getting the Reformation Wrong 
are available through Amazon and at the Redeemer 
Campus Bookstore, 
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Decades of Service to Sport and Community 


John Byl Inducted into City of Hamilton's 
Sports Hero Banner Series 


Education at Redeemer, is hanging from the rafters of the Hamilton 
Convention Centre: in a ceremony on September 28, he was honoured 
by SportHamilton with induction to the City of Hamilton's Sport Hero Banner 
Series. This award is presented to individuals for “their outstanding contribu- 
tion to sport in the Hamilton community nationally and internationally as an 
athlete, coach official or builder” Also receiving the award was football great 


[Seite IS A VERY good reason Dr. John Byl, Professor of Physical 


Garney Henley. 


Dr. Byl was recognized for his two decades of volunteer work supporting athletes 
and athletics in Hamilton. His community involvement included service on the 
Parks and Recreation Citizen's Advisory Committee and with SportHamilton, 
Hamilton's sports council, where he served as president for three years. 


In her induction address, Helen Downey, the current president of Sport 
Hamilton, pointed out “This award is certainly one of the most important and 
prestigious recognitions of the evening, as it represents someone who has been 
an outstanding athlete, a major contributor or builder to sport in the City of 


Hamilton.” 


The entire Redeemer community congratulates Dr, Byl on his award, and for 
the commitment to the broader community that it represents. © 
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More Training, More Mud, More Complete 


The first week of university is a time of change and challenge for both the university and its students. At 
Redeemer, Micah van Dijk, part of the Student Life Department, is responsible for developing activities 
and events designed to welcome students, especially first-year students, to campus. Although often 
synonymous with fun, as he points out, Orientation activities are designed with a purpose. 


TNIVERSITY ORIENTATION—called LAUNCH at Redeemer—usually 
involves a whole lot of preat events for students, and while that’s true 
here, as well, those events are not ends unto themselves, We invest a lot 

of time and resources into welcoming students, burt all those who are involved do 
mest consider themselves as event plan ers, bit rather cls catalysts. 


The senior students and Redeemer staff who serve as orientation leaders are the 
keys to ensuring that students have a positive experience in their first several 
weeks of university. They are the first people new students meet, and their know!l- 
edge and attitude can easily influence new students, so this year, I decided to in- 
vest in training and equipping the orientation leaders to serve the new students 
better. The 30 orientation leaders, each of whom lead a group of new students, 
moved onto campus early to train specifically far this event, and it was during this 
training that I saw the potential and strength of these leaders. 


By the time move-in day rolled around, all 30 leaders were ready and excited to 
meet their team, and to take ownership of the experience of those left in their 
care. During our leader training, | had asked the leaders to be intentional in creat- 
ing a genuine and positive experience and to listen carefully to the dynamics of 
their group. By noticing when momentum was moving. either positively or nega- 
tively, the leaders were able to proactively create the culture of their team, and 
ensure an enjoyable and informative experience for the students 


This year, we wanted to be more intentional about building community amongst 
commuters. Because they don't live on campus, commuters miss many of the op- 
portunities to connect that occur naturally as part of living in residence. To facili- 
tate this type of off-campus community, we set up commuter-specific LAUNCH 
teams and appointed two Commuter Advisors (CA) to help design activities spe- 
ciheally for commuters. The CAs play a role similar to the one Resident Assistants 
play for on-campus students, serving as a resource and advocate for commuters. 


AS We Move forward, Wee need ta keep looking for Way's to create a variety of ex- 
periences for an increasingly diverse group of students. We all make connections 
differently, and our goal is to make connections—through different ways and 
means—to the Redeemer community. That takes a variety of staff and student 
leaders, and I am so grateful for their contributions this year. And through it all, 
we need to keep listening to the wisdom of Jesus, For us to be successful in what 
we do, He needs to be that starting point for the answers we seek to the questions 
we have and the work we do. @ 


MICAH VAN DIK is the Activities and Orientation Coordinator at Redeemer. 
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by the Numbers 
Orientation Leaders 
new students were welcomed 
LAUNCH Teams 


Winning Team of the Cooper Cup, awarded 
to the LAUNCH team with the most points. 
The Cooper Cup now has over 80 names 
etched in it since 2007 


decibel level reached during the 
welcome session 


pounds of food collected for 
Neighbour to Neighbour 


pounds of mud carried across 
campus [via clothing] from the mud-pit 


students participating in six 
zed trips off-campus, such as to 
Canada’s Wonderland and Ti-Cats games. 


Students Gi 


— 


Grades in Globe and Mail Survey 


a 


CRITERIA GRADE EDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE has once again earned high marks from its 
a students in the in The Globe & Mail's annual Canadian University Report, released 
Campus atmosphere* Ak m October 25. The newspaper's annual survey of student satisfaction, produced in 
partnership with Higher Education Strategy Associates, graded 60 universities on a number 
Student residences* Ae of key criteria by surveying 33,000 Canadian university students about their experiences. 
Class sizes* A+ 


The survey results for Redeemer, summarized by The Globe & Mail in 19 different categories, 
are impressive. 


Quality of teaching and learning A 
Building and Facilities* A “We are very encouraged by these results, because they come from the people whose 
opinions matter the most - our students,” savs Dr Doug Needham, Associate Vice 
L | A, rr r 1 a 
Work/Play Balance _ President, Academic. “We are very pleased that our students have given us high grades 
Instructors’ Teaching Style* A on so many important items. hese grades speak to the efforts of our faculty, staff, and 
administrators to create a strong and vibrant Christian academic community that our 
Most satisfied students" A students enjoy and appreciate.” 
Libraries A- This was Redeemer's fifth year participating in the survey; it is in the category of universi- 
. i rl . : ; es rhe . i =p r i % . Mee T 5 rh oa “5 Lt p - er a mo r 
City Satisfaction* A- ties defined as having enrolments ofless than 4,000. Letter grades in various categories 


were assigned based upon the mean scores received by the students from more than 100 
Career Preparation A- questions that cover different dimensions of the university experience. Overall, Redeemer 
students ranked their university at or above the average score in 32 of 34 criteria. 


Research Opportunities* Ap 
Academic Counseling® A The survey also asked a series of questions that attempt to define the “personality” of each 
of Canada’s universities. To the question “Academically, is your university nurturing and sup 
Environmental Commitment A- portiver” Redeemer was ranked first among all universities across the country. 
Course Registration* A- President Krygsman is encouraged by the results of the survey. “These results demonstrate 
Riswabat th Emol 8 again the high quality of university education that we provide and the impressive dedica- 
atior Wi TipLoy * t J 1 P ) 
Sore i dale! tion and care that our faculty and staff take for our students and their learning. It also shows 
Recreation & Athletics B+ that students value the community and the environment that is found at Redeemer, We 
recognize that as an integral part of their university experience, and it is something that we 
Information Technology B+ are very intentional about developing” 
"Indicates a score that was highest, or tied for 
highest, for that criterion in this category. The full report can be accessed at wwwglobecampus.ca. & 


DRESSING DOWN 


- ate Blue Jean Bursary generates initial award 
to lift up STUCETIS — a: £ 


LL YEAR, REDEEMER staff and faculty examined ways they could further support Redeemer students. Out of one of those brainstorming 
sessions came the idea for the Blue Jean Bursary, where Redeemer faculty and staff “buy” the chance to dress down for a day. 


The Blue Jean Bursary was set up to assist students with demonstrated financial need. In 2010-11, the first year of the program, staff and faculty 
raised more than $2500 for this award. The first recipient of the award was Katie Lemont, a second-year student from Hepworth, Ontario. 


In an open letter to staff and faculty, Katie expressed just how much the award meant to her: 
“This is a wonderful answer to prayer for provisions with the financial stresses of the upcoming school semester. I have recently returned from 
a mission trip from Jinja, Uganda, Africa. | would also like to extend my thanks to those that had donated to that expedition. The mission trip 
was a wonderful opportunity to solidify in my mind the vocational calling I feel to become a primary teacher. Thanks to everyone for your 


generous gift. May God richly bless all of you." @ 
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Storm Water Management 
Pond being Installed 


Landscape at front of 
campus being reshaped 


pone a significant transformation. There was no new 

building this time, but the major landscaping work that 
has been completed this summer is important, if perhaps not 
as exciting. 


‘Te: SOUTH FACE of Redeemer’s campus has under- 


The front of Redeemer’s property, along Garner Road, is 
being reshaped to allow the expansion of the storm water 
management pond. This pond, similar to the one at the back 
(north) end of the campus along Stonehenge Drive, is part 
of an overall plan for the area to prevent flooding during 
severe storms by collecting and holding storm water run- 
off. The pond modification and expansion at the front of the 
property is required by the City of Hamilton as part of the 
development of a new housing development immediately to 
the west of Redeemer’s campus. 


Redeemer is developing that land in cooperation with Starward 
Homes, Redeemer has worked with Starward in the past when 
they purchased and developed the northwest corner of the 
campus, and that relationship has been beneficial to Redeemer. 
This work will not be done at Redeemer’s expense: “The cost of 
the stormwater pond construction is being completely covered 
by the development,” notes Alfred Mazereeuw, Redeemer’s 
Director of Physical Plant and Security. 


The topsoil over the area was stripped away to allow for a clay 
liner that will help seal the pond. The top soil was then replaced 
to allow the necessary plantings for growth in the re-shaped 
pond, Once complete, the pond will be naturalized as much as 
possible, giving plants and animals a new home and the front of 
the campus an exciting new look. There are no plans, however, 
to hang a swinging tire from a nearby tree and turn it into a 
swimming hole, @ 


WWW.REDEEMER.CA/TANGENTS 


Serving Flamborough, Burlington, Hamilton, 
Ancaster, Dundas & Grimsby trom our facility 
or ina church building of your choice. 


Speak to Rick Ludwig or Henry Sieders today to 
learn more about how you can plan ahead and 
help your family in their time of need. 


146 Mill Street Morth 
Waterdown, ON 


PUTTING. 
YOUR MONEY 
BACK WHERE 
IT BELONGS | 


Every iC lay B al 
No Fe 


Whether you bank a little or a lot, DUCA’s new 
Chequing Account Packages will help keep your 
hard earned money where it belongs - in your 
pocket! Visit duca.com today. 


A look at upcoming events and activities at 
Redeemer University College. For updates 
and more detailed information, please visit 
the News and Events section of Redeemer’s 
website at: www.redeemer.ca/news. 


DECEMBER 2 AND 3 

The Redeemer Concert Choir presents Handel's Messiah on 
December 2 (at Redeemer’s Auditorium) and December 3 (at MacNab 
Street Presbyterian Church). Tickets for both shows are available 
from the Box Office (905.648.2139 x4211) or at wwwticketwindowea. 


JANUARY 13 


Sinfornia, Redeemer’s chamber concert ensemble, featuring both 
students and members of the community, performs a selection of 
orchestral works, 


JANUARY 18 

The World and our Calling, Redeemer’s annual winter lectures given 
to explore facets of the calling of Christians to be engaged with our 
culture, welcomes Dr. Peter Leithart of New Saint Andrews College in 


Today's Christian 
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Attract new business 


.: ££ & & 


SLIBNCES 


Idaho. Dr. Leithart will be speaking on the theme of Gratitude during 
Chapel at 11:00 am, and at a public lecture at 7:00 pm. All are warmly 
invited to attend, 


JANUARY 23 

The Psalm Project is a group of musicians from the Netherlands who 
have taken Genevan Psalm tunes from the 1500s and updated them 
with arrangements for piano, guitar, and strings. They seek to take 
many of the strongest developments in the Contemporary worship 
revival, and the strongest elements from our historical use of the 
Psalms in worship, and bring these two strands together in rich and 
engaging ways. There will be a workshop at 11:00 am and a concert in 
the Auditorium at 7:30 pm. 


FEBRUARY 3 
Redeemer’s annual Jazz Ensemble Concert, including both 
Instrumental and Vocal Jazz Ensembles. 


MARCH 2 


Piano recital by Dr, Paul Thorlakson, Associate Professor of Music. 
MARCH 20-24 


Redeemer’s Theatre Arts Department presents Seven Stories, a play by 
Morris Panych, directed by Raymond Louter, 


—— 


all about. Through this magazine, members of the Redeemer community (faculty, 

staff, students, alumni and other supporters) share their perspectives on issues 
which, although they may differ, demonstrate a shared belief in our identity as followers of 
Christ. Tangents highlights where and how that identity is impacting individual lives and 
communities on a local, national and global level. 


K NGAGING, THOUGHT-PROVOKING, COMPELLING —that's what Tangents is 


Get your message about your products and/or services out to more than 15,000 alumni 
and friends—and beyond, through an extensive online presence. This is a great 
opportunity for you to reach an audience that cares about the issues you care about. 


WHAT'S IN IT FOR YOUR BUSINESS? THE OPPORTUNITY TO: 


showcase your business, church or school alongside other like-minded organizations 
Raise your business profile 


Sell more of your products and/or services 


Contact adsales@redeemer.ca for details on rates, sizes and formats 
and to book ad space or submit artwork. 
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REDEEMER UNIVERSITY COLLEGE | CONTINUING EDUCATION 


ger Redeemer University College's continuing education 
( LEAR program - CLEAR - offers a world of opportunities! 


— A new slate of intriguing and exciting lectures, 
CONTINUOUS LEARNING & workshops, excursions and other activities begins in 
EDUCATION AT REDEEMER January, 2012. Some of the highlights include: 


MEET THE MAYANS Learn about one of the most fascinating and influential ancient civilizations through a 
lecture at Redeemer, followed by a guided tour of the exhibit at the ROM. 


WHAT DID JESUS LOOK LIKE? The Shroud of Turin—once declared by science to be a medieval hoax—has 
regained scientific credibility. Explore the myth and the science behind the Shroud in this eye-opening two-part 
lecture series. On display will be an authentic replica of the Shroud. 


STRENGTH AND STRETCH BOOT CAMP Get started on that New Year's resolution to get fit and join a class 
that’s just for you! This class focuses on core strength and flexibility and it will make you feel great! 


BOOKS FOR BOOK CLUBS Looking for suggestions for your book club? This year s panelists will bring a list of 
books that are sure to make it on to your list of must-reads. Stimulate your thinking by pairing books together 
in ways that draw out interesting comparisons across time and space. 


THE MAN WHO CREATED NARNIA How did a man with no children and who spent all of his life in academia, 
manage to write some of the most engaging children’s stories of all time? 


Redeemer also offers a range of part-time degree courses, many of which are conveniently 
offered in the evening 


Visit www.redeemer.ca/CLEAR for a complete listing of 
conferences, workshops, courses and other events. 


To request a catalogue of all CLEAR activities, 
call 905,4648.2139 x4224, or email clearfdredeemer.ca. 
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